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WELCOME ALASKA! 


Alaskan Statehood Developments are moving 
rapidly for admission Alaska the forty- 
ninth state the Union. 

The United States Senate June 
20. The House Representatives had passed 
the bill May 28, 208 166. President 
Eisenhower signed the act July Governor 
Mike Stepovich Alaska July issued 
proclamation setting August the date 
for special election the statehood terms 
laid down Congress; the same date for 
primary nominate candidates for state 
offices and Congress; and November for 
general election. 

the special election the people 
Alaska will vote three propositions pre- 
sented the statehood bill: 


(1) Shall Alaska immediately 
admitted the Union state? 

(2) Are the state boundaries 
set out the bill approved? 

the provisions the 
bill authorizing the President make 
national defense withdrawals north- 
west Alaska approved? 


The primary and general elections will 
select the Governor, the Secretary State, 
the state legislature, two United States 
Senators and one United States Representative. 


COMMERCIAL CODE 


Kentucky Action The 1958 regular session 
the Kentucky legislature adopted the Uni- 
form Commercial Code. The code was promul- 
gated 1951 the National Conference 
Commissioners Uniform State Laws and 
the American Law Institute. represents 
complete modernization and codification 
law pertaining commercial transaction. 
Previously adopted Massachusetts and Penn- 
Sylvania, the code will into effect 
Kentucky July 1960. The Kentucky measure 
was supported the State Bankers Associa- 
tion and the State Bar Association and was 
recommended the Legislative Research 
Commission. 
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SPECIAL SESSIONS 


number legislatures have met 
recently special sessions primarily 
consider problems connected with unemploy- 
ment compensation. provisions, ur- 
ban redevelopment, and amendments state 
constitutions were among other subjects 
legislation special sessions. 

Following are summaries action 
six legislatures. 


Colorado --A seven day special session 
the Colorado legislature which adjourned 
June extended the unemployment compen- 
sation period thirty-two and half 
weeks. The new law eliminated previous 
provision the unemployment compensation 
benefit formula restricting higher paid 
workers less than maximum benefits. 

three fiscal changes the legislature 
authorized the Governor (1) spend the 
$10 million revolving fund, (2) permanently 
transfer the general fund $704,000 
unclaimed oil and gas income tax refunds, 
and (3) temporarily transfer special ear- 
marked funds the general fund periods 
low tax collection. $1.5 million 
appropriation for grasshopper control was 
adopted. The legislature also amended 


State Civil Service Enabling Act, 
voted the people November. 


Minnesota four day special session 
the Minnesota legislature which adjourned 
June extended unemployment compensation 
payments for thirteen weeks persons who 
have exhausted their eligibility. The legis- 
lature also appropriated $1.5 million 
provide work projects where unemployment 
severe. 1957 Korean Bonus law was 
amended start payments July instead 
January 1959. 


Nevada The Nevada legislature, meeting 
two day special session June 30-July 
authorized extension unemployment com- 
pensation maximum thirty-nine weeks. 
authorized the Department Employment 
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Security enter into agreement with the residency law, enacted 1957, was amended thi 

federal government borrow the necessary provide that eligible residents who have 

funds. line with recommendation left the state and returned within year toc 
Governor Charles Russell the legislature not lose their eligibility. The legis- juc 
appropriated money repay the federal loan lature authorized establishment urban 
when due 1963. Without this action the redevelopment authorities empowered ac- sti 


unemployment compensation tax employers 
would have increased per cent 1963. 
The legislature provided that the money 
appropriated invested the State Board 


quire property through eminent domain without 
jury verdict necessity. 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 


Finance until needed. Uti 
Oklahoma Adoptions Oklahoma's voters 

adopted two constitutional amendments 
real property and tangible personal property hel 

appropriated contracts with other governmental units for 
million. Also enacted was bill clarify- water. for 


ing the legal status sewer and water works Chi 


construction bonds. 

The legislation providing for unem- 
ployment compensation benefits does not 
authorize borrowing federal funds. Bene- 
fits are paid from existing reserves 
the state unemployment compensation fund. 

other action, the legislature pro- 
hibited outdoor advertising within 660 feet 
the national system interstate and 
defense highways. 


New Mexico Investment Authority New Mexico 


voters November will pass upon amend- 
ment the state constitution which would 
provide for broader state investment pro- 
gram. Adoption the amendment would auto- 
matically put into effect act the 1957 
legislature permitting investment per 
cent the assets the state's permanent 
funds corporate stocks and bonds. Pre- 
viously these funds could invested only 


bonds the state New Mexico and its rac 

political subdivisions and securities wor 

West Virginia The West Virginia legis- 100 per cent guaranteed the federal gov- tré 

lature one day special session June ernment. The new law provides certain safe- ten 

authorized the state participate the guards and restrictions relative invest- ac, 

federal Temporary Unemployment Act and pro- ment corporate securities. Investments ins 

vided graduated scale employer contri- can made only stocks and bonds com- 

bution rates. Participation the federal panies listed national stock exchange. 

program extends the period compensation The companies must have minimum assets err 

thirty-six weeks. $10 million and must have paid dividends for Arn 

ten consecutive years. 

Wil 

Wisconsin The Wisconsin legislature 

special session June 11-13 enacted three West Virginia Proposals West Virginia 

laws unemployment compensation, relief voters November will pass upon number 

residency and urban redevelopment. Maxi- amendments the state constitution. 

mum weekly unemployment compensation benefits One would provide for appointment the Cor 

were raised from $38 $42 and extended for State Superintendent Schools the State 

additional thirteen weeks. The relief Board Education. The superintendent Tra 

now elected. Other proposed amendments would 

exempt money and bank deposits from person- wit 

property taxes, increase school levies bog 

and give stockholders corporations the per 
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them. held that allotment voting 
strength within state involved questions 
too political decided the federal 
judiciary. These earlier decisions, the 
court indicated, had foreclosed the con- 
stitutional question. 


HIGHWAYS 


Utility Reimbursement 1957 Idaho law 
providing reimbursement utility compan- 
ies for relocation when highway construction 
necessitates the move has been declared con- 
stitutional District Court. The court 
held that utility relocation properly 
considered part the incidence and cost 
highway improvement. 


Illinois Tollway The seventy-six mile 
Illinois "Northwest linking Rock- 
ford, Illinois, and Beloit, Wisconsin, with 
Chicago's northwest boundaries scheduled 
open August 20. This section will the 
first planned 187 mile Illinois tollway 
system. thirty mile portion extending 
northerly direction from Chicago expected 
open week later. 


Bridge Dedication Formal dedication cer- 
emonies June Michigan's Mackinac 
Bridge climaxed three-day festival pa- 
rades, military demonstrations and fire- 
works celebrating its addition the state's 
transportation facilities. The span ex- 
tends five miles over the Straits Mackin- 
ac, linking the state's upper and lower pen- 
insulas. Measured between anchor blocks, 
the longest suspension bridge the 
world. Speakers the ceremony were Gov- 
ernor Mennen Williams, Secretary the 
Army Wilber Brucker and Henri Courtemanche, 
Canadian Secretary State. Governor 
Williams described the bridge key link 
the country's modern arterial highways, 
gateway vacationlands northern Mich- 
igan and Canada and new northwest passage 
for the transit goods and passengers. 
Construction the bridge took about four 
years and was completed November 1957. 
Traffic across the span since then has totaled 
more than 472,000 vehicular units, compared 
with some 322,000 vehicles that used ferry 
boats cross the Straits during the same 
period year earlier. 


Rhode Island Study comprehensive anal- 
ysis Rhode Island's highway system, in- 
roads and the streets all cities 
and towns, presented report the 
Governor's Highway Study Committee. The 
report appraises engineering, management 
and financial requirements and makes rec- 
ommendations for achieving more adequate, 
economical and modern highway system. Another 
study, report which will issued sep- 
arately, deals with Rhode Island's highway 
statutes. 


TALLY 


State Government News July listed 
thirteen states and three other juris- 
dictions reported the Department 
Labor having signed agreements with 
providing for temporary unemployment 
compensation workers who have ex- 
hausted their rights. That list was 
June 20. The following additional 
states and Hawaii, according the 
department, signed agreements 
July 17. 

"Total covers all workers 
covered state unemployment compen- 
sation act. "Extended Agreement" covers 
only unemployed federal workers and un- 
employed ex-servicemen. 


Total Agreement 


Extended Agreement 


Connecticut 
Colorado* 

Hawaii 

Nebraska 

New Mexico 

Ohio* 

Oregon 

South Carolina 
Washington 

*Covers unemployment compensation for 
veterans only. virtue state leg- 
islation unemployed federal workers will 
receive benefits. 


California 
Massachusetts 
Minnesota 
Nevada 

New Jersey 
West Virginia 


Virginia Turnpike 34.7 mile Richmond- 
Petersburg Turnpike Virginia opened June 
30. The toll road project was started two 
years ago. ribbon cutting ceremony 
marking the opening Governor Lindsay Al- 
mond, Jr. and Former Governor Thomas Stan- 
ley delivered addresses. Engineers estimate 
that per cent the traffic will begin 
end Richmond. The route will make 
possible drive limited access high- 
ways almost all the way from Augusta, Maine, 
North Carolina. 


TRAFFIC CONTROL, SAFETY 


Traffic Supervision California and North 
Carolina received outstanding achievement 
awards from the International Association 
Chiefs Police for traffic supervision 
activity 1957. The awards, announced 
July are based performance evalua- 
tions per cent higher rated 
the police chiefs the Annual Inventory 
Traffic Safety Activities. The inven- 
tory administered the National Safety 
Council. Certificates achievement were 
given Arizona, Colorado, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Michigan, New Mexico and Virginia. 
These are awarded the basis 
per cent performance evaluations. 


Kentucky Driver Licenses new system 
issuing driver licenses Kentucky began 


— 
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Litter Prevention The summer months 
bring thousands vacationing motorists 
the nation's highways. Many states 
have taken special measures impress 
vacationers with their efforts keep 
the highways clean and safe. 

The New Jersey Highway Department 
reports sixty day test distribution 
litterbags the Garden State Park- 
way this summer. distribution 
was made May the New York State 
Thruway. 

Governor Lane Dwinell New Hamp- 
shire signed Declaration Civic Co- 
operation anti-litter planning 
meeting. North Carolina, 154,000 
4-H Club members pledged support the 
state's program for clean, safe high- 
ways. The members prepared and dis- 
tributed calendar year-round re- 
minder "Keep North Carolina Beauti- 

Ohio, "Keep Ohio Beautiful" 
Governor's Committee was appointed May 
15. Some fifty-five state organizations 
are represented. 

Meantime, Pennsylvania law against 
waterway littering accounted for per 
cent arrests fish wardens the 
first quarter 1958. Violators are 
fined $10 and costs for first offense 
and lose their fishing licenses for one 
year second conviction. 


June 15. Under its provisions the driver 
applies Circuit Clerk for license 
renewal and issued ninety day permit. 
application, filled out and signed the 
driver, sent the Division Operator 
Responsibility. portion photographed 
copy the application mailed the 
driver and serves driver's license. 
The procedure central issuance will 
permit the state consult file suspend- 
licensees. Kentucky operates point 
system whereby motorists who accumulate 
certain number points for violations may 
have their licenses suspended revoked. 
The new system will enable the state 
check the eligibility applicants quickly. 


Driver Medical Examination new 1958 
Massachusetts law provides that person 
held police station and charged with 
driving while intoxicated may request 
examination physician his choice. 
The police are required inform driver 
this right immediately upon booking him. 
The driver must pay the cost the examin- 
ation. 


Rules the Road New uniform state-wide 
rules the road went into effect New 
York July Purpose the new rules 
end ambiguities and modernize traffic 
regulations make them conform closely 


practical the national pattern. The 


Bureau Motor Vehicles has distributed 
million copies twelve-page booklet that 
explains highlights the revamped code. 
The code broadens the jurisdiction the 
State Traffic Commission. empowers the 
commission set standards all sign and 
traffic control devices highways and with- 
all municipalities except New York City. 


Midwest Highway Conference The Midwestern 
Committee Highway and Highway Safety Prob- 


lems met Mackinac Island, Michigan, June 
29-July discuss issues common the 
twelve midwestern states. The committee, 
consisting legislators and administra- 
tive officials, was established facili- 
tate discussion and develop proposals 
for joint action highway matters. Simi- 
lar regional groups state officials have 
functioned successfully for some time 
the Northeast and West. 

Problems connection with the inter- 
state highway system, uniformity signals, 
markings and rules the road, and motor 
vehicle reciprocity were among topics dis- 
cussed. Subcommittees were established 
study the latter two subjects and make rec- 
ommendations the committee for consid- 
eration the midwestern states. 


PROBLEMS THE AGED 


Reports from Four States cost living 
increase month Colorado's old age 
pension plan has been authorized begin 
October The State Welfare Board, line 
with 1957 constitutional amendment author- 
izing adjustment, announced the increase. 
The board plans review the cost-of-living 
effect the pension every quarter. The 
state will bear the increased cost for fiscal 
1959 presently receives the maximum 
federal matching funds. 

New York law prohibiting job dis- 
crimination because age went into effect 
July The National Committee the Aging 
notes that the New York act the spot- 
light measure legislative effective- 
ness dealing with difficulties older 
people obtaining employment. The State 
Commission Against Discrimination respon- 
sible for enforcement the law. The com- 
mission acts receipt complaints. Cease 
and desist orders are enforceable 
the courts. 

North Carolina, action Gov- 
ernor Hodges, the week July 13- 
was dedicated the state's aging citi- 
zens. Purpose the week was inform 
the public about programs devoted older 
citizens and focus attention the 
number and proportion older people 
the state. 

report the Ohio Governor's Commis- 
sion Aging has made four major recommen- 
dations. The commission urges removal 
the $65 month ceiling benefits, the 
$960 limitation income and the citizenship 
requirement for aged persons receiving public 
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The commission also 


assistance grants. 
recommends that governmental agency 
authorized define and classify nursing 
homes and homes for the aged according 
health conditions, custodial care and service. 


MENTAL HEALTH 


Mental Health Compact The 1958 legisla- 
tures Kentucky and Louisiana have rat- 
ified the Interstate Compact Mental 
Health. Twelve states now have approved 
it, all since 1955. The others are Con- 
necticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, 
Rhode Island, and West Virginia. 


Open-Ward Policy Dr. Terrell Carver, 
Idaho Administrator Health, reports that 
open-ward policy state mental hos- 
pital has helped cut the average length 
stay for patients. The average stay the 
hospital Orofino, Idaho was 292 days 
1953. 1957 patients stayed average 
143 days. Dr. Carver credits new drugs 
and improved therapies the field psy- 
chiatry for the decrease closed wards. 
1956 there were eleven wards, all closed. 
There are now eight, six open status. 
Opening the wards has increased patient 
morale, Dr. Carver said, and open wards are 
now the rule the institution. 


Mental Health Survey The third and con- 
cluding phase survey Nevada mental 
health needs under way. Authorized 


the Nevada Board Health year ago, the 
survey expected lead report which 
presumably will influence future Nevada 
mental health programs. Phase one dealt 
with the present program the State Depart- 
ment Public Health. Phase two involved 
study Nevada's mental health needs 
nine specialists from the National Health 
Service and the National Institute Men- 
tal Health working with local volunteer 
committees. The third stage consolidation 
and evaluation the findings proceed- 
ing the San Francisco office the United 
States Public Health Service. 


Mental Health Grant The New Jersey Depart- 
ment Institutions and Agencies early 
July allocated federal-state grant 
$69,128 the Union County Psychiatric 
Clinic, which operates units four cities. 
The grant was made under the Community Mental 
Health Service Act and must matched 
the clinic, dollar for dollar, through funds 
contributed local sources. 


JUVENILE COMPACT 


Two More States The Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi legislatures have ratified the 
Interstate Compact Juveniles this year. 
The compact sets procedures for inter- 
state cooperation probation and other 
services for juveniles. Twenty-four states 
and Hawaii now have ratified. 


TELECOMMUNICATION 


Conference For Mental Health The 
Western Mental Health Training and 
Research Council held interstate 
telecommunication conference June 
Groups physicians, psychologists, 


social workers and nurses gathered 
around microphones six mental hospi- 
tals five states Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, Utah and Wyoming discuss 
treatment the mentally ill. 

The council reported that the 
conference had the advantages 
ordinary meeting despite the fact that 
participants were much 1,500 miles 
apart. Use this medium communica- 
tion, the council indicated, will provide 
in-service training basic methods 
psychiatric treatment for personnel 
hospitals that lack training facilities. 
also will provide means for inter- 
change knowledge, based the ex- 
perience all participants. 


EDUCATION 


Massachusetts Proposals Governor Foster 
Furcolo addressed the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture July "The Responsibility the 
Commonwealth Higher The 
Governor's message described the existing 
state educational institutions and called 
for accelerated construction meet future 
needs. recommended that projected five 
year construction program for the existing 
system completed within three years. The 
Governor also recommended establishment 
nine regional community colleges. pro- 
posed formation fifteen member State 
Board Regional Community Colleges. Its 
members would include the Commissioner 
Education and the presidents various 
educational institutions the state. The 
Governor pointed out that each year the state 
postpones construction the costs will in- 
crease. His message was accompanied 
drafts legislation designed accomplish 
the recommendations. 


Montana Higher Education Changes the 
administration and budgetary practices 
Montana's institutions higher education 
are being studied number fronts. 
The Legislative Council has commissioned 
study the state's past experience with 
the discontinued chancellorship system. 
the same time the council and the Governor's 
Committee Education Beyond the High School 
have commissioned Dr. Homer Durham, Vice 
President Utah State University make 
over-all study the administration the 
state's higher education system. Presidents 
and business managers the state's six in- 
stitutions higher learning have been asked 
meet with the Budget Committee and 
committee the council recommend pro- 
cedures for centralization fiscal op- 
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erations the institutions. The possi- 
bility full time auditor accomplish 
this function being explored. The Attor- 
ney General has been requested give 
opinion whether such auditor should 
directly responsible the State Controll- 
er's office the Board Education. 


Training for Industry curriculum 
higher education provide technical man- 
power for Utah industry has been developed 
state educators, governmental agencies 
and industry. year consultation and 
research went into planning it. The Gover- 
nor's Committee Education and Training 
and Industry's Advisory Committee Tech- 
nical Education are now preparing alert 
parents and students the future tech- 
nical fields. The programs technical 
higher education are now operating less 
than half capacity. three man coordin- 
ating committee representing government, 
education and industry has turned its at- 
tention recruitment and motivation 
attract more students into the new courses. 


Financing Public Schools past and 
present trends continue public school costs 
will least double 1970. That the 
conclusion Roger Freeman 300- 
page study just published the Institute 
for Social Science Research, "School Needs 
the Decade Mr. Freeman emphasizes 
that such increase would call for much 
higher taxes. states that substantial 
rises school funds are inevitable but 
underlines that their extent depends pri- 
marily how efficiently the funds are 
spent, and charges that large amounts are 
now wasted. writes: 

"If methods are adopted for fuller 
and more effective utilization teachers 
and school facilities, television, films, 
and other technological methods widening 
the range good teachers and saving man- 
power are adopted, schools concentrate 
subject-matter teaching and eliminate 
frills, the quality school education 
will lifted but school funds will not 
need rise much beyond the growth rate 
the national that basis 
major increase the tax burden would 
necessary. 


The author states that education 
better supported financially the United 
States than elsewhere, including the Soviet 
Union; that our schools have added propor- 
tionately more teachers than pupils; that 
demands for smaller classes result partly 
from automatic promotion pupils grades 
for which they are not qualified; that 
salaries have risen proportion- 
ately more than per capita income; and that 
teacher and classroom shortages have been 
much exaggerated. Stating that many good 
teachers are woefully underpaid, advo- 
cates paying teachers competitively, accord- 
ing merit and performance. 


Mr. Freeman, who served six years 
assistant Former Governor Langlie 
Washington, has been research director for 
the Education Committee President Eisen- 
hower's Commission Intergovernmental 


Relations. now Vice-President the 
Institute for Social Science Research. His 
book, containing many tables and charts, 
the first volume institute study pro- 
ject public school financing. The volume 
$5, published the institute 917 
15th Street, N.W., Washington D.C. 


URBAN RENEWAL 


Interagency Committee Governor LeRoy 
Collins Florida recently appointed 
interagency committee study substandard 
housing both urban and rural areas the 
state. This action followed state-wide 
slum clearance conference which the Governor 
had called May. Urban renewal legisla- 
tion was expected considered the 
1959 session the legislature. 


Mississippi Renewal Act 1958 enabling 
law empowers Mississippi municipalities 
begin federally aided urban renewal. The 
law, patterned after model legislation 
the Housing and Home Finance Agency, 
allows the municipality either exercise 
the renewal power delegate urban 
renewal agency housing authority. The 
1958 legislature also authorized the State 
Agricultural and Industrial pre- 
pare general plan for the state and pro- 
vide planning assistance municipalities 
and regional commissions. The Mississippi 
law raises thirty-nine the number states 
having redevelopment renewal laws. 


ATOMIC ENERGY 


Tennessee Nuclear Meeting State officials 
and representatives the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission from Oak Ridge met with Governor 
Frank Clement Tennessee July dis- 
cuss services available event nu- 
clear accident. Commission members pledged 
their personnel determine the extent 
contamination mishap should occur in- 
volving radiological hazards. was felt 
that increased use nuclear energy the 
state for agricultural research, medicine 
and industry required full advance precau- 
tions. 


State Activities Surveyed revised and 
updated survey State Activities Atom- 
Energy has been published the Atom- 
Industrial Forum. The publication 
state-by-state compilation regulatory 
and developmental state legis- 
latures and executive agencies. The report 
indicates that from August 1954 July 1958 
seven states adopted broad, comprehensive 
radiation control regulations. The seven 
are California, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 


Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania and Texas. 


su: 
For 
Yor 
was 
col 
va. 
the 
dit 
ert 
the 
Q ot 
pr 
vis 
Bil 
cha 
ing 
res 
ado 
bil 
wou 
tio 
wer 
rea 
The 
int 
tiv 


Thirteen other states require registration 
hazardous radiation sources with state 
agency. The survey lists three "model" state 
atomic energy laws, two "model" radiation 
protection laws, and three suggested state 
radiation protection codes. Copies the 
survey are available from the Publi- 
cations Sales Department, Atomic Industrial 
Forum, East 54th Street, New York 22, New 
York. 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


Irrigation Projects The United States 
Supreme Court has upheld the validity 
contracts that limit 160 acres the land 
any one person may irrigate with water from 
federal reclamation project. The vote 
was eight nothing. Justice Felix Frank- 
furter did not participate. opinion 
written Justice Tom Clark the court 
noted that the 160 acre limitation has been 
part the federal reclamation program since 
1902 and has been reaffirmed repeatedly 
Congress. The decision came appeal 
from California Supreme Court rulings that 
contracts between state irrigation districts 
and the Federal Reclamation Bureau were in- 
valid. The federal high court held that 
the United States government has unchal- 
lengeable power impose reasonable con- 
ditions the use federal funds, prop- 
erty and privileges. 


LEGISLATIVE SERVICES, PROCEDURES 


Kentucky Legislative Services For the 
first time since its establishment 1948 
the Kentucky Legislative Research Commission 
included recommendations for action its 
reports the 1958 legislative session. 
some cases these recommendations took 
the form draft legislation. 

The staff the Research Commission, 
which similar legislative councils 
other states, provided unprecedented 
amount drafting service for the 1958 ses- 
sion. 1,261 bills introduced 782 were 
prepared the commission's statute re- 
vision section. additional 220 bills were 
prepared request but not introduced. 


Bill Drafting, Introduction and Passage 
Action the 1958 Louisiana legislature has 
changed the procedures involved the draft- 
ing, introduction and passage bills and 
resolutions. The House Representatives 
adopted rule permitting the author 
bill resolution indicate, the time 
introduction, the committee which 
would like the bill referred. This indica- 
tion, paper, equivalent motion 
refer. both House and Senate motions 
were adopted providing that bills third 
reading and final passage shall consider- 
unless they are the Legislative Digest. 
The Legislative Council digests all proposals 
introduced introduction and, substan- 
tive changes have been made, passage 


the house origin. The council drafted 
about per cent the more than 1,500 
bills the session. This serv- 
ice also was used drafting more than 
1,000 committee and floor amendments. 


Statutory Revision report the Hawaii 
Legislative Reference Bureau, Revision 
State Territorial Statutes, identifies 
the state agencies responsible for statu- 
tory revision and compilation. The report 
classifies them commissions, legislative 
service agencies revisors appointed 
the legislature, Attorney General Supreme 
Court. reviews the continuous statutory 
revision agencies and the factors involved 
revision program. Tables are included 
listing the agencies, types program and 
appropriations states with continuous 
statutory revision. Other functions per- 
formed revision agencies are noted. 


STATE-LOCAL RELATIONS 


Idaho Home Rule The Idaho Municipal League 
has appointed its executive committee 
serve liaison group with the legisla- 
ture work for home rule and tax relief 
for the state's cities. The action was taken 
the suggestion Governor Robert Smy- 
lie, who said comparable committee leg- 
islators would appointed. joint 
committee expected work out pro- 
gram for submission the next legislature. 
Recommendations the Municipal League in- 
clude per cent increase the state 
sales tax, with one-third the revenue 
going towns and cities; increase from 
32-1/2 per cent the 
share revenues from liquor sales state 
operated dispensaries; and adoption Ore- 
gon's simplified constitutional provision 
for home rule. The Oregon measure gives 
towns the right adopt and amend their 
own charters and enact their own regu- 
lations without asking the legislature 
pass controlling statutes, now necessary 
most Idaho cities. 


PERSONNEL 


Retirement Plans Basic principles and 
essential provisions retirement planning 
for public employees are the subjects 
recent report the Municipal Finance 
Officers Association, Retirement Plans for 
Public Employees. contains sections 
the membership, cost, theory, financing and 
administration retirement plans. One 
section describes federal social security 
and its effects employee coverage under 
local plans. Another deals with Canadian 
retirement policy. The report underlines 
the necessity for employee support and main- 
tenance retirement plans without placing 
undue burdens the taxpayers. The page 
publication available from the Municipal 
Finance Officers Association, 1313 East Six- 
tieth Street, Chicago 37, Illinois, $2.50. 
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FISCAL ORGANIZATION 


Report Control Illinois Legislative 
Council report legislative fiscal control 
has recently been completed. introduc- 
tory section contains general review 
budget and fiscal organization. compre- 
hensive table lists state state elements 
financial organization, from budget pre- 
paration post audit. Included are the 
agencies and personnel responsible for ac- 
counting controls, voucher approval, war- 
rent issuance and legislative review. The 
report available loan from the Coun- 
cil State Governments, 1313 East Six- 
tieth Street, Chicago 37, Illinois. 


Program Type Budget The first stage 
program type budget Washington has 
been completed. Manuals have been developed 
for preparation the operating and capital 
improvement budget. process new 
accounting system for the state. hoped 
that the program budget will substantially 
use for the 1959 regular session, pro- 
vide the legislature with shorter and more 
informative picture the state budget. 


LOYALTY OATH 


Requirement Overturned The California 
loyalty oath, required for state property 
tax exemptions, has been ruled unconstitu- 
tional the United States Supreme Court. 
The vote was seven one. Justice Tom 
Clark dissented. Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
Former Governor California, did not partic- 
ipate. 

Amendment the California Constitution 
1952 restricted tax exemptions persons 
organizations not advocating violent 
overthrow the government. The California 
Revenue Code was amended the following year 
require loyalty oath from all who applied 


for property tax exemptions. 

The majority opinion, delivered Jus- 
tice William Brennan, Jr., said that 
state procedures placing the burden proof 
and persuasion the taxpayer violated the 
Constitution's due process requirement. The 
opinion that must unencum- 
bered until the state comes forward with 
sufficient proof justify its inhibition." 

Justice Clark his dissent said 
could see difference between the California 
law and the requirement the Taft-Hartley 
Act that union officials sign non-Communist 
oaths, provision upheld the high court. 
Justice Hugo Black, joined Justice 
William Douglas, filed separate opin- 
ion concurring with the majority. 


GOVERNMENT MANUAL 


The 1958-1959 edition the United 
States Government Organization Manual has 
now been published the General Services 
Administration. The Manual compiled 
each year the Federal Register Division 
the GSA's National Archives and Records 
Service. This year the book has 791 pages, 
with sections the executive, legislative, 
and judicial branches the government. 
Each department, bureau and independent 
agency described terms purpose, 
functions, activities and the legislative 
authority under which operates. The 
Manual lists 4,200 key officials. in- 
cludes forty-one charts showing the organ- 
ization Congress, the executive depart- 
ments and the larger independent agencies. 
One section summarizes the histories 
federal agencies whose functions have been 
abolished transferred since March 1933. 
The Manual may purchased $1.50 from 
the Superintendent Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, 
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